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HERITAGE PROTECTION — REPEAL WEEK 

833. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Heritage: 
Could the Minister for Heritage please update the house on what the Liberal–National government is doing in 
relation to heritage and supporting the protection of the state’s built heritage? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thank the member for Alfred Cove for the question. It truly is a very exciting time to be involved in heritage 
and it is a great privilege to be heritage minister at this point in time. Heritage in this state is coming of age. In 
fact, we need only look out the windows behind us to see the government’s newly conserved and adapted 
Hale House, which is an outstanding project and example of adaptive re-use and is now the office for the 
Premier and the meeting room for cabinet. Other projects include one40william on William Street and the 
transformation of the former institute for the blind in Maylands, which is now the headquarters for the 
West Australian Ballet Company. These are landmark private sector projects that are really lifting the bar for 
what heritage can be in this state. Projects such as Brookfield Place down at St Georges Terrace, one that I am 
sure many members in this place have had an opportunity to see, and one that I think will lift the bar again even 
higher is the redevelopment of the old Perth Treasury building. It is an outstanding example already from what I 
have seen. Conservation and also adaptive re-use is bringing heritage into the modern era; melding the new and 
the old together.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Conservation to sustain current use and — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: The member for Girrawheen has quickly become a one-trick pony when it comes to heritage.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. Minister, speak 
through the Chair, please.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Certainly, I will endeavour to, because there is quite a lot to list. Conservation to sustain 
current use in adaptive re-use of buildings and places of heritage significance is fundamental to the integrity of 
our state’s cultural history. The Liberal–National government has an incredibly strong record in the conservation 
of Western Australia’s heritage. I do need to pay tribute to my predecessor who laid down some very firm 
foundations; namely, the member for Bunbury as former heritage minister. He introduced Western Australia’s 
first cultural state heritage policy in April 2011, which provided a framework for government to work effectively 
with its own agencies, local government and the community to recognise, maintain and capitalise on our 
heritage. We have also increased private and public investment in heritage conservation by increasing the 
heritage grants program for the very first time since that program’s inception in 1996–97. That program had not 
seen an increase in over 10 years; we have committed an additional $1 million over four years—an increase of 
25 per cent of that program. That is significant because that is not dollar for dollar. We often see multiplier 
effects of private investment coming in through that program. As has been told to this house before, the 
government has contributed $5 million in funding very rapidly to assist owners in Kalgoorlie–Boulder with the 
restoration of heritage buildings. Also, we have seen the increase of penalties for the illegal demolition of 
heritage structures from $5 000 — 

The SPEAKER: Minister, can you come to a conclusion.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Certainly, Mr Speaker. We have seen the increase of penalties for the illegal demolition of 
heritage structures from $5 000 to a maximum penalty of $1 million and a 10-year development moratorium in 
those cases. In the theme of Repeal Week, we have reduced red tape by introducing new regulations. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.P. JACOB: Absolutely! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Minister, let us hear about reducing red tape through regulations.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Under the act as it currently stands, members who simply wish to maintain their own 
properties often require building works approvals from the local government authority with advice from the 
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Heritage Council just to undertake very minor maintenance works. This is why we have introduced a regulatory 
framework whereby they do not need to go through an entire approvals process. It will allow for a far quicker 
trigger for quick and minor maintenance issues.  

Also, we have increased transparency with information of heritage listings with our inHerit program, a one-stop 
portal for heritage information, which time does not permit me to go into, but I encourage members to look at it 
if they can. This list of achievements in just five years reflects the Liberal–National government’s strong 
commitment to recognising, preserving and promoting the use of our wonderful cultural heritage places. 
Anybody who has experienced some of these sites can see that it has gone forward in leaps and bounds in the 
past five years. 
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